Amendments to the Claims 



1. (Currently amended) A contents-information transmission system comprising: 

a contents-information handling apparatus to which one of different levels of at least 

one of copyright protection and information secrecy is assigned; 

means provided in the co ntents-information handling apparatus for storing a first 

certificate contents-in formation piece which is copyrighted and which is representative of 

said one of the different levels: 

an authentication apparatus; 

means for transmitting the first certificate contents-information piece sa i d on e of the 
differ e nt le v e ls from the contents-information handling apparatus to the authentication 
apparatus; 

means provid ed in the authentication apparatus for storing second certificate 
contents-information pieces which are representative of the different levels respectively 
and which are copyrighted: 

means provided in the authentication apparatus for comparing said transmitted first 
certificate contents-in formation piece with the second certificate contents-information 
pieces to d ecide whether or not said transmitted first certificate contents-information piece 
is egual to one of the second certificate contents-information pieces: one of th e diff e r e nt 
l evels with a pr e d e t e rm i n e d r e ference l e v e l; and 

means provided in the authentication apparatus for indicating the transmitted first 
certificate contents-information piece when it is decided that the transmitted first certificate 
contents-information piece is equal to one of the second certificate contents-information 
pieces; 

means for s el ect i v e ly permitting and inhibit i ng transmission of contents information 
from the authentication apparatus to the contents-information handling apparatus when it 
is decided that the transmitted first certificate contents-information piece is eoual to one 
of the second certificate contents-information pieces: and in r e spons e to a r e sult of sa i d 
comparing. 
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means for inhibiting transmission of the contents information from the authentication 
apparatus to the contents-information handling apparatus when it is decided that the 
transmitted first certificate contents-information piece is equal to none of the second 
certificate contents-information pieces. 

2. (Currently amended) An authentication apparatus connectable with a contents- 
information handling apparatus to which one of different levels of at least one of copyright 
protection and information secrecy is assigned, the contents-information handling 
apparatus storing a first certificate contents-information piece which is copyrighted and 
which is representative of said one of the different levels, the authentication apparatus 
comprising: 

means for receiving the first certificate contents-information piece said on e of th e 
d i ff e rent le vels from the contents-information handling apparatus; 

means for storing second certificate contents-information pieces which are 
representative of the different levels respectively and which are copyrighted; 

means for comparing said received first certificate contents-information piece with 
the second certificate contents-information pieces to decide whether or not said received 
first certificate contents-information piece is equal to one of the second certificate contents- 
information pieces; one of the different le v e ls w i th a pr e d e term i n e d r e f e r e nc e l eve l ; and 

means for indicating the received first certificate contents-information piece when 
it is decided that the received first certificate contents-information piece is equal to one of 
the second certificate contents-information pieces; 

means for s ele ctiv el y permitting and inh i b i ting transmission of contents information 
to the contents-information handling apparatus when it is decided that the received first 
certificate contents-information piece is equal to one of the second certificate contents- 
information pieces; and in r e spons e to a r e su l t of sa i d compar i ng. 

means for inhibiting transmission of the contents information to the contents- 
information handling apparatus when it is decided that the received first certificate 
contents-information piece is equal to none of the second certificate contents-information 
pieces. 



3 



(SN 09/748,176) 



3-5. (Canceled) 



6. (Currently amended) A method of data transmission between an authentication 
apparatus and a contents-information handling apparatus to which one of different levels 
of at least one of copyright protection and information secrecy is assigned, the contents- 
information handling apparatus storing a first certificate contents-information piece which 
is copyrighted and which is representative of said one of the different levels, the 
authentic ation apparatus storing second certificate contents-information pieces which are 
representative of the different levels respectively and which are copyrighted, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

transmitting the first certificate contents-information piece said on e of th e diff e r e nt 
levels from the contents-information handling apparatus to the authentication apparatus; 

comparing said transmitted first certificate contents-information piece with the 
second certificate contents-information pieces to decide whether or not said transmitted 
first certificate contents-information piece is eoual to one of the second certificate contents- 
information pieces: on e of th e diff e r e nt l e v el s w i th a pr e d e t e rm i n e d rafer ft nr. fr l» w »i ; anH 

indicating the transmitted first certificate contents-information piece when it is 
decided that the transmitted first certificate contents-information piece is equal to one of 
the second certificate contents-information pieces: 

s e l e ctiv e ly permitting and i nhibit i ng transmission of contents information from the 
authentication apparatus to the contents-information handling apparatus when it is decided 
that the transmitted first certificate contents-information piece is eoual to one of the second 
certificate contents-information pieces: and i n r e spons e to a r e sult of sa i d compar i ng 

inhibiting transmission of the contents information from the authentication apparatus 
to the contents-information handling apparatus when it is decided that the transmitted first 
certificate contents-information piece is equal to none of the second certificate 
contents-information pieces. 

7-21. (Canceled) 
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22. (Currently amended) A recording medium storing a computer program for controlling 
an authentication apparatus connectable with a contents-information handling apparatus 
to which one of different levels of at least one of copyright protection and information 
secrecy is assigned, the contents-information handling apparatus storing a first certificate 
contents-information p iece which is copyrighted and which is representative of said one of 
the different levels, t he authentication apparatus storing second certificate contents- 
information pieces whi ch are representative of the different levels respectively and which 
are copyrighted, the computer program comprising the steps of receiving the first certificate 
contents-information piece sa i d on e of the diff e r e nt l e v e ls from the contents-information 
handling apparatus; comparing said received first certificate contents-information piece 
with the second ce rtificate contents-information pieces to decide whether or not said 
received fi rst certificate contents-information piece is eoual to one of the second certificate 
contents-in formation pieces: on e of th e differ e nt le ve l s with a pr e d e t e rmin e d ref e r e nce 
level; and indicating the received first certificate contents-information piece when it is 
decided that the received first certificate contents-information piece is eoual to one of the 
second ce rtificate contents-information pieces: s e lect i v el y permitting and inhib i ting 
transmission of contents information to the contents-information handling apparatus when 
it is decided that the received first certificate contents-information piece is eoual to one of 
the secon d certificate contents-information pieces: and in r e sponse to a r e sult of sa i d 
comparing, inhibiting transmission of the contents information to the contents-information 
handling apparatus when it is decided that the received first certificate contents-information 
piece is eoual to none of the second certificate contents-information pieces. 

23-25. (Canceled) 
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